
 SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes 

August 19, 2020 

Via Zoom 

 
 

South Plainfield Public Schools Mission Statement: 

 

Students are the focus of the South Plainfield Public Schools.  We will provide a dynamic, rigorous, 

relevant and technology-enriched curriculum, guided by the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.  Our 

mission is to develop life-long learners who are prepared to succeed in a global and diverse society.  We 

are resolved to education the whole child, instilling the desire within our students to question and to 

become divergent thinkers who can achieve their fullest potential.   

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mr. Chapman called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

II. SALUTE TO FLAG 

 

III. ROLL CALL 

 

Present: Mr. Both, Mrs. Boyle, Mr. Farinella, Mrs. Miller, Mr. Pennisi, Mr. Seesselberg, 

Mr. Cassio, Mr. Chapman 

 

 Mrs. Wolak arrived at 6:05 p.m. 

 

Also Present: Dr. Noreen Lishak, Superintendent; Ms. Mary Malyska, Assistant 

Superintendent; Mr. Alex Benanti, Business Administrator/Board Secretary; Mr. 

Joseph Roselle, Legal Counsel 

 

IV. BOARD PRESIDENT 

 

In accordance with the terms of the Sunshine Law, adequate notice of this meeting was posted in 

all school buildings, the Administration Building, Borough Clerk’s office, Police Headquarters, 

Public Library, four newspapers and Tapinto on January 9, 2020. 

 

Please be advised: 

 

• There is no smoking on school grounds – inside or out – at any time. 

• Please silence all electronic devices. 

• Pursuant to District Policy #0167, each statement made by a participant shall be limited 

to three minutes’ duration and no participant may speak more than once on the same 

topic. 

 

Mr. Chapman asked for a Motion to go to Executive Session at 6:03 p.m. to discuss confidential 

student matters. 

  

MOTION:  Mr. Seesselberg SECOND:  Mrs. Miller VOTE:  9-0 

 

 The Board returned from executive session at 6:46 p.m. 
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V. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 

Dr. Lishak discussed the district’s reopening plan.  She encouraged parents to please login to the 

parent meetings that will be held tomorrow evening, beginning at 6:00 p.m.   

 

VI. AGENDA ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS 

 

Public Comments on Agenda Items Only 

 

Diana Joffe, SPEA President, thanked Dr. Lishak for her comments.  She discussed how Victoria 

Caruso from TapInto South Plainfield reached out to her for an interview during a time that she 

was very busy but told her that she would like to speak to her after the board meeting.  Mrs. Joffe 

said that Ms. Caruso quoted in her article that she did not respond for comment.   

 

Mrs. Joffe said that she would like to clear the air about the teachers in South Plainfield.  She 

discussed how they are not scapegoats and how the teachers want to go back into the classroom 

but cannot risk their lives and the lives of their students.  She talked about how the board 

members share similar opinions and that they are supportive and concerned for the safety of 

everyone.  She talked about how hard Dr. Lishak worked to figure out how to open safely but that 

it wasn’t logistically possible.  Mrs. Joffe said that we are all in this together and there is no one 

to blame. 

 

Victoria Caruso, 1459 Tooz Place, shared the message chain between herself and Ms. Joffe.  Ms. 

Caruso’s response to Ms. Joffe when she said that she was too busy said, “I’m sure it’s crazy.  

This story is running tomorrow:” Ms. Caruso said that there was response after that. 

 

VII. CURRICULUM/STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

 

VIII. FINANCE 

 

IX. BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 

 

X. POLICY 

 

Approve the First Readings of Bylaws/Policies/Regulations 

 

Approve the first readings of the following Policies/Regulations: 

 

 Policy/Regulation Number Title Tab 

1. Policy 1648.02 Remote Learning Options for Families XA.1 

2. Policy 1649 Federal Families First Coronavirus (COVID-10) 

Response Act 

XA.2 

3. Policy 5330.04 Administering an Opioid Antidote XA.3 

4. Regulation 5330.04 Administering an Opioid Antidote XA.4 

5. Policy 1648 Restart and Recovery Plan XA.5 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

Mrs. Boyle said that after going through the policies, the Board received them again today.  She 

said that she only saw one policy with bolding and asked if anything else changed in addition the 
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staff requests gong to the superintendent or her designee.  Dr. Lishak said that nothing else 

changed.   

 

RESOLVED, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that the board of Education 

approve the foregoing resolutions.   

 

MOTION:  Mrs. Miller SECOND:  Mr. Seesselberg VOTE:  9-0 

 

XI. COMMITTEE/LIASION REPORT SUBMISSION 

 

Name Report Submitted 

Yes No 

Buildings & Grounds x  

Curriculum x  

Finance x  

Policy x  

Public Relations  x 

Shared Services  x 

Special Education x  

Traffic Liaison  x 

SEPAC Liaison  x 

Legislative Liaison  x 

Middlesex/Union Counties School Board Assoc. x  

Virtual Meeting on Chapter 78 x  

State & County Leadership Meeting x  

Evaluations and Assessments of Special Needs Students x  

Counties Leadership Meeting x  

NJ Counties Leadership Meeting x  

 

XII. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
XIII. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

 

Mrs. Boyle asked if the Board will be discussing the e-mail that they received from a student 

about the press box.  Dr. Lishak said that will be discussed in executive session. 

 

Mrs. Boyle talked about schools that are going virtual, issues that are keeping districts from 

opening, and how the main goal is to keep everyone safe.   

 

Mr. Both discussed the number of students that would be in each building based on the hybrid 

A/B day schedule.  Mr. Both also shared some comments about how we should not compare 

South Plainfield to schools in other regions or to universities.  He talked about how South 

Plainfield was and is still prepared to go to in-person learning.  The buildings are prepared, 

and the district is stocked with PPE and this is not the reason for the all virtual education 

program. 

 

Mr. Farinella talked about how it is important that judgements of our Superintendent are well 

thought out.  He said that the decisions that have been made make sense and we will continue 

to re-evaluate and re-assess as we move forward.  The goal is to put school back to a full in-
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person setting but for now it is important to support our leaders and take things one step at a 

time. 

 

Mr. Cassio said that the district has the PPE that they need and is prepared to go back to a 

hybrid model at this time.  He said that we have some challenges right now but that we need 

to give in-person learning a try because our kids deserve it.  

 

Mr. Pennisi talked about how everyone has their opinions right now and there are no wrong 

ones.  He said he would like to see the schools re-open as soon as possible because that is 

what the kids need. 

 

Mrs. Wolak said that we need to work through this together, one step at a time.   

 

Mrs. Miller said that she hopes everyone enjoyed their summer and talked about how the goal 

is to get the students back safely for a full day.  She asked that everyone please be patient 

during this difficult time.  She also wished the staff and students a successful school year and 

thanked everyone for working together to help the children of our community stay safe. 

 

Mr. Seesselberg talked about how Dr. Lishak and her staff did an amazing job to prepare for 

the hybrid model and would like to see the students get back into the schools as soon as 

possible.  Mr. Seesselberg asked if our reopening plan was approved by the State.  Dr. Lishak 

explained that they have not produced an application yet but that our plan was sent to the 

County Superintendent and as this point, we are to move forward as long as we state the 

reasons why and they are safety related.  We also had to give a timeline for when our 

intention is to return to the building.  Mr. Seesselberg withed everyone good luck. 

 

Mr. Chapman ensured the public that Dr. Lishak was very accommodative with every request 

to try to get the kids in school and thanked her for her hard work.  He also commended Dr. 

Lishak for her parent meetings via Zoom and urged parents to log in and ask questions.  He 

also wished everyone a great school year. 

 
XIV. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

RESOLVED, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1, et. seq.) that the 

Board meets in closed session at this time to discuss confidential matters pertaining to: (select 

one or more) 

 

1. a matter rendered confidential by federal or state law. 

2. a matter in which release of information would impair the right to receive governmental 

funds. 

3. material the disclosure of which constitutes and unwarranted invasion of individual 

privacy. 

4. a collective bargaining agreement and/or negotiation related to it. 

5. a matter involving the purchase, lease, or acquisition of real property with public funds 

6. protection of public safety and property and/or investigations of possible violations or 

violations of law 

7. pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation and/or matters of attorney-client 

privilege 

8. specific prospective or current employees unless all who could be adversely affected 

request and open session. 
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9. deliberation after a public hearing that could result in a civil penalty or other loss. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matters discussed in closed session shall be made 

public as soon as the need for confidentiality no longer exists. 

 
MOTION:  Mrs. Miller   SECOND:  Mr. Seesselberg   VOTE: 9-0  

 

XV. AGENDA APPROVAL 

 

RESOLVED that the agenda for the regular public meeting on August 19, 2020, as may have 

been modified, is hereby approved. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Seesselberg SECOND:  Mr. Farinella VOTE:  9-0 

 

XVI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no further business of the Board, there was a unanimous voice vote to adjourn at 8:06 

p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Alex Benanti 

Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

 

 

 


